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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

Edited by Lester B. Shippee 

The Canadian historical review for June, 1922, has a discussion of 
"The early days of representative government in British Columbia," by 
W. N. Sage. 

Under the title "The quest of the lonesome tunes," Howard Brock- 
way, in the Magazine of history for October, 1921, describes a trip to the 
mountains of Kentucky in search of old songs. 

The address delivered by George F. Parker at Iowa City, on the occa- 
sion of the fifteenth annual meeting of the Mississippi valley historical 
association, entitled "The American pioneer and his story," has been 
published by the State historical society of Iowa. 

' ' Spanish land claims in Missouri, ' ' by Eugene Morrow Violette, which 
originally appeared in volume 8 of the Washington university studies, 
humanistic series, has been reprinted in pamphlet form, as has Ralph 
Paul Sieber's "British plantation councils of 1670 and 1672." 

The Southwestern historical quarterly for April, 1922, carries the 
Bryan-Hayes correspondence from 1857 to 1870. The first part of a 
study of ' ' The Indian policy of the republic of Texas, ' ' by Anna Muekle- 
roy, and an article on "Edward Hopkins Cushing," by E. B. Cushing, 
make up the rest of the main portion of this number. 

The Ohio state university has brought out as its seventh bulletin in the 
history and political science series The journal of Alexander Chesney, a 
South Carolma loyalist in the revolution and after. The editing, which 
includes the furnishing of voluminous explanatory notes, has been done 
by E. Alfred Jones of London. The journal itself is found in the British 
museum. 

Mr. Joseph Schaf er 's address, ' ' The microscopic method applied to his- 
tory," read at the annual meeting of the Minnesota historical society on 
January 17, 1921, is printed in the February-May, 1921, number of the 
Minnesota history bulletin. This issue also contains an account of the 
1921 annual meeting of the society, as well as copies of the "correspond- 
ence occasioned by the dinner in honor of Dr. Folwell. ' ' 
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The American political science review for May, 1922, has for a leading 
article a discussion of "The United States and world organization," by 
Edwin D. Dickinson. Mr. Dickinson concludes that while "world or- 
ganization promises no millenium ... it does promise new and 
greater opportunities for progress in the maintenance of peace. By the 
fundamental traditions of its foreign policy and by every consideration 
of self-interest, the United States is required to take a helpful and an 
influential part." 

Four articles of local interest make up the body of the June, 1922, 
number of the Indiana magazine of history. These are "Crawford coun- 
ty, " by H. H. Pleasant ; ' ' Pioneer stories of the calumet, " by J. W. Les- 
ter ; ' ' History of the knownothing party in Indiana, ' ' by Carl P. Brand ; 
and ' ' The McGowan murder at Hindustan, ' ' by William McGowan. The 
account of the know-nothing party may, indeed, be considered of more 
than local interest in that it is to restricted studies of this sort that 
eventually will be due a clearer picture of national movements. 

The Journal of negro history for April, 1922, has some extracts and 
letters collected by R. E. Park and Booker T. Washington. The letters 
are of various dates and from various sources and all contain matter rela- 
tive to the negro race in America. Contributed articles include "Negro 
congressmen a generation after," by Alrutheus A. Taylor; "The prior- 
ity of the Silver Bluff [South Carolina] church and its promoters," by 
Walter H. Brooks; and "The negroes in Mauritius," by A. F. Foster. 

A very interesting narrative of "A trip across the plains in 1857" is 
printed in the April, 1922, Ioiva journal of history and politics. This 
account of a journey to Salt Lake and California was written by Wil- 
liam Clark from notes which he took on the way and subsequently de- 
stroyed. The manuscript of the completed story is now in the posses- 
sion of the Iowa society, having been presented to it by Mrs. Louis Bern- 
ard Schmidt of Ames. Jacob A. Swisher has an article on ' ' The judi- 
ciary of the territory of Iowa" in the same issue. 

Along with articles more particularly devoted to specific problems of 
government the Political science quarterly for June, 1922, has two which 
attract the attention of the student of American history; namely, "Some 
leading phases of the evolution of modern penology," by Harry Elmer 
Barnes, and "Proportional representation in American cities," by How- 
ard Lee McBain. The latter calls for especial note in that it is in the 
towns of the Mississippi valley generally that proportional and prefer- 
ential voting schemes have been given the greatest opportunity to prove 
their merits. 
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Numbers 1 and 2 of volume 17 of the Quarterly publication of the his- 
torical and philosophical society of Ohio (January- June, 1922) contain 
a reproduction in full of the "Memoirs of Benjamin Van Cleve," edited 
by Beverly W. Bond, Jr. Portions of the memoirs were printed earlier 
in the American pioneer, while the manuscript itself, a substantial blank 
book now in the possession of Mrs. Anna Dover McKnight of Dayton, 
has been copied and the typed copy has been deposited in the Dayton pub- 
lic library. In the convenient pamphlet form issued by the society this 
memoir affords a valuable addition to the materials available for the 
study of conditions in the Ohio country at the close of the eighteenth 
century. 

The supplement to volume 12, number 1, of the American economic 
review (March, 1922) contains the papers and proceedings of the thirty- 
fourth annual meeting of the American economic association. Among 
the papers and the reports of discussions which followed the reading of 
them are several which contain grist for the mill of the historian, nota- 
bly two on the financial crisis of 1920 in the United States by Warren 
M. Persons and "Wesley C. Mitchell, and two on trade unionism in Amer- 
ican industries by George E. Barnett and "W. M. Leiserson. Other con- 
tributions include: "The railroad situation," by "Walter D. Hines; "The 
core of the railroad problem, ' ' by Logan G. McPherson ; ' ' The present 
status of workmen's compensation in the United States," by E. H. 
Downey; and "Industrial accident and compensation statistics," by 
Charles H. Verrill. 

"William G. Bek in his latest contribution on "The followers of Du- 
den," in the Missouri historical review for April, 1922, includes some 
interesting bits of description of American society in the Mississippi 
valley as noted by German observers, as well as an account of a journey 
from Baltimore into the western regions as told by Gert Goebel. "Wiley 
Britton describes "Pioneer life in southwestern Missouri;" John N. 
Edwards' "Shelby's expedition to Mexico" is reprinted in part; and 
under the heading, "Becords of Missouri confederate veterans," the 
intention of the United daughters of the confederacy, Missouri division, 
to collect available records is noted. Seekers for bits of recondite lore 
will be glad to observe the researches which have been made to trace the 
origin of the expression "I'm from Missouri, you've got to show me," 
and the sum total of the findings to date as printed in this issue. 

C. B. Galbreath has two contributions in the October, 1921, issue of the 
Ohio archaeological and historical quarterly, one on the "Anti-slavery 
movement in Columbiana county," and the other on "Edwin Coppee." 
The same magazine has an account of the unveiling of a tablet at Campus 
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Martius house at Marietta. The January, 1922, issue contains an ac- 
count of "The political campaign of 1875 in Ohio," by Forrest Wil- 
liam Clounts, and several papers stimulated by the Bucyrus centennial. 
The April number has articles on ' ' General Joshua Woodrow Sill, ' ' by 
Albert Douglas; "The pillars of Harrison county," by Joseph T. Har- 
rison; "Seneca John, Indian chief," by Basil Meek; "The Ohio state 
university in the world war," by Wilbur H. Siebert; and "Three anti- 
slavery newspapers," by Annetta C. Walsh. 

In the October, 1920, Journal of the Illinois state historical society is 
printed the diary of Salome Paddock Enos, 1815-1860, with a note by 
Louise I. Enos. Contributed articles in the same number include : "Il- 
linois women of the middle period, ' ' by Arthur C. Cole ; ' ' The building 
of a state : the story of Illinois, " by A. Mile Bennett ; ' ' Life in the 
army," a story, including excerpts from letters, of army life in Cali- 
fornia in the late sixties and the seventies, by an army officer's wife, 
Cynthia J. Capron; "Some personal recollections of Peter Cartwright," 
by William Epler; the "History of the Selma Methodist Episcopal 
church," by A. V. Pierson; "Miss Mary Coles, daughter of Governor 
Edward Coles, 1834-1920: an appreciation," by Florence F. Caldwell; 
and "Some things I did in my 88th year," by Charles E. Cox. 

The articles in the Hispanic American historical review for February, 
1922, deal mostly with Latin American subjects outside the field of Unit- 
ed States history. One of the documents, edited by Balph S. Kuyken- 
dall, has to do with "An American ship-builder for California." There 
are studies of "The treaty of Tordesillas and the Argentine-Brazilian 
boundary settlement," by Mary Wilhelmine Williams, "New constitu- 
tional tendencies in Hispanic America, ' ' by Manuel de Oliveira Lima, the 
"Central American union," by Edward Perry, and "The government 
of Argentina," by Austin F. Macdonald. In the bibliographical sec- 
tion is an "Estudio de la bibliografia sobre la doctrina de Monroe," by 
Carlos M. Trelles, and ' ' Chilean literature ; a bibliography of criticism, 
biography, and literary controversy: part i," by Sturgis E. Leavitt. 

In the Palimpsest for May, 1922, there is an account, written by the 
editor, John C. Parish, of "The first Mississippi bridge," that which was 
built across the river at Bock Island. Following this is a partial account 
of a trial before the United States circuit court at St. Louis, reprinted 
from the Chicago Daily Press of September 24, 1857. Abraham Lincoln 
was one of the attorneys defending the bridge company against the 
steamboat owners who brought suit, and the excerpt consists principally 
of Lincoln's argument. The other contributed paper in this number is 



Vol. ix, No. 2 News and Comments 181 

"Hummer's bell," by Ruth A. Gallaher. The April issue reprints, 
under the title "In the neutral ground," a selection from Willard Bar- 
rows' Twelve nights in the hunter's camp, published in 1869. This 
number also has ' ' The wedding of James Harlan, ' ' by Johnson Brigham, 
and an account of "A visit to Dubuque's grave." 

Some years ago there appeared in the Register of the Kentucky state 
historical society a portion of the correspondence between Governor 
Isaac Shelby of Kentucky and General William Henry Harrison during 
the war of 1812. The May, 1922, issue of the same publication contains 
the remainder of this interesting series of letters from the letter books 
in the possession of the Kentucky society. The leading article of this 
issue consists of a number of newspaper comments occasioned by the 
death of Colonel Henry Watterson. Other features include "The dis- 
covery of Kentucky," by Willard Rouse Jillson, which is, as the subtitle 
explains, ' ' an exposition of the mythical character of the several explora- 
tions ascribed to Kentucky prior to actual discovery by Gabriel Arthur, 
Virginian, in 1674"; a "History of the county court of Lincoln county, 
Va. (now Kentucky)," by Lucien Beckner; "Oil and gas in the Big 
Sandy valley," by Dr. Jillson; the story of "A unique railroad," by 
Martha Stephenson ; ' ' First explorations of Daniel Boone in Kentucky, ' ' 
by Dr. Jillson ; and ' ' Reminiscences from the life of Colonel Cave John- 
son." 

A problem arising out of large classes in different fields of history has 
been presented to library administrations and department staffs in many 
of the larger universities of the country. The question is, what is to be 
done to supply students with printed materials? Duplicates run into 
money and prevent additions along new lines; moreover, some works 
cannot be duplicated and are threatened with dissolution through con- 
stant wear. At the University of Wisconsin an attempt to find a solution 
has led to the reprinting of materials most extensively used in small 
pamphlets. Such a one is put out under the title "The foundations of 
American neutrality," and contains selections from public documents 
and from the writings of Washington, Jefferson, and Hamilton to illus- 
trate the diplomatic history of the United States in the last decade of the 
eighteenth century. The pamphlet is compiled by Carl R. Fish under 
the editorship of James L. Sellers. 

The Indiana historical commission has published the Proceedings of 
the third annual conference on Indiana history. The conference was 
held under the auspices of the Society of Indiana pioneers, the Indiana 
historical society, and the Indiana historical commission. In addition 
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to accounts of what is being done along lines of historical study in 
various communities, the pamphlet prints papers by ex-Governor Samuel 
M. Ralston on "Jonathan Jennings, the first governor of Indiana"; by 
Colonel Robert L. Moorhead on ' ' The value and importance of historical 
markers"; by Edgar T. Forsyth on "The writing of family histories"; 
by Rufus Dooley on "Indiana's part in the Butler expedition to New 
Orleans during the civil war"; by George R. "Wilson on "Local pioneer 
history as seen through local pioneer laws"; by Ben F. Stuart on "The 
possibilities of historical pilgrimages — local organizations"; by Anna 
C. O'Flynn on "Creole customs in old Vincennes"; by the Reverend 
M. L. Haines on "An appreciation of John H. Holliday"; and by Mrs. 
Demarchus C. Brown on "Some old-fashioned Indiana writers." 

The Illinois state historical library is preparing for publication in the 
Illinois historical collections the diary of Orville H. Browning, which it 
recently acquired from Browning's niece, Mrs. Eliza Price Miller. The 
diary covers the later and more important part of Browning's career, 
beginning in 1850 and ending with his death in 1881. He was one of 
the founders of the republican party in the state of Illinois and served 
as United States senator from 1861 to 1863, being in very close touch 
with President Lincoln during the critical period of the civil war. He 
served as secretary of the interior in the cabinet of President Johnson 
and as member of the Illinois constitutional convention of 1869-1870. 
For American history in the period of the civil war and reconstruction 
the diary has remarkable importance. It is perhaps the most important 
piece on the politics of the civil war that has come to light since the pub- 
lication of Welles 's diary. The diary is being edited by Mr. Theodore C. 
Pease, editor of the Illinois historical collections, and Mr. James G. Ran- 
dall, of the University of Illinois. The diary will be sent to press some 
time in 1923. 



